


Pupil Voice Conversation Prompts for Staff

This document is designed to guide conversations with pupils about their experiences. It's not a rigid questionnaire, but a flexible set of prompts to help staff understand a child's perspective on different aspects of their life at school and in their neighbourhood.
Instructions for Staff:
· Use these prompts as a starting point. Feel free to adapt the language to suit the child's age and communication style. 
· Listen actively and allow the child to lead the conversation where appropriate. 
· Encourage them to elaborate on their answers. "Can you tell me more about that?" or "What makes you say that?" are useful follow-up questions. 
· Focus on building rapport and making the child feel comfortable sharing their thoughts. 

	You
	What are your strengths? What are you good at? 

What do you enjoy?

When did you start finding school difficult?


	Learning

	Tell me a bit about how you feel about learning? (e.g., Do you feel confident, happy, or sometimes find it tricky?) 
What are some lessons or activities you really enjoy at school? Why do you like them? 
Are there any lessons or things you don't enjoy as much at school? Why is that? 
How easy or difficult do you find it to understand what your teachers are teaching? 
Do you ever worry about getting things wrong or making mistakes in lessons? Tell me about that. 
How easy do you find it to concentrate in class? To keep up in lessons?
Do you find the learning easy or hard?

	
What helps you learn best when you're at school? (e.g., Is it when you're challenged, working with friends, working by yourself, having clear instructions, or when teachers explain things in different ways?) 

	Friendships and Relationships
	Do you have some close friends at school? Tell me about them. 
How do you feel about your friends at school generally? (e.g., Do you feel happy and supported, or do you sometimes have problems with friends?) 
How do you feel speaking with other adults/children in school?
Do you ever feel lonely when you're at school? How do you spend breaks and lunch times?
Do you feel that you belong at your school?
Have you ever had any problems with bullying at school? (e.g., physical, verbal, online, or other types of bullying? If so, what happened and did you tell an adult?) 
How would you describe your teachers or other adults at school? (e.g., Are they helpful, strict, understanding, or do they listen to you?) 
Are you upset by shouting or raised voices?
Do you worry about teachers being angry with you?
What are some things that people (adults or friends) do that really help you at school? 
Is there an adult at school you would feel comfortable talking to if you had a problem or needed help? Who might that be? 
Are you experiencing any issues within a romantic relationship? (secondary)

	School
	When you think about school, how does it make you feel? 
Are there any things at school that make you feel worried or that you find difficult or challenging?
What are some things about school that you really enjoy? 
If you could change or improve anything about the school building or environment, what would it be? (e.g., Are there things about noise levels, transitions, lighting, or specific areas you'd change?) 
How do you feel about lunchtime and break times at school? (e.g., Do you enjoy them, feel safe, or sometimes find them difficult?) 
What do you think about the school uniform? (e.g., Do you like it, is it comfortable?) 
Do you have any issues getting to school in the morning?

	Health and Wellbeing
	How well do you usually sleep at night? 
Do you often feel unwell or tired when you're at school? 
Do you feel like you get enough physical exercise? 
Is there anything else you'd like to say about your health or how you've been feeling lately? 

	Home Life
	How do you feel about your family and home life generally? (e.g., Do you feel happy and supported, or sometimes have worries or difficulties?) 
How would you describe your family?
Do you ever worry about anything or anyone at home? 
Has anything changed recently at home that has affected you at school? Or are any changes coming up?
What helps you feel happy and ready for school in the mornings? 
What do you miss about school when you’re at home?
What do you miss about home when you’re at school?

	Neighbourhood and Free Time
	What are some things you like about the area where you live? 
Are there any things you don't like about the area where you live? 
When you're not at school, what do you enjoy spending your time doing? 
When you're not at school, who do you like spending time with? 
Where do you like spending time when you're not at home? 

	Additional Information
	If there's anything else you'd like to tell us about your experience at school or in your neighbourhood that we haven't talked about, please share. 





Adapted from Manchester and Wakefield Educational Psychology Services

